
Students Present 
Study Abroad 
Experiences to 
CGS Members 

The promise of Carolina’s Study Abroad 
program was the well-received topic during 
the Feb. 28 Carolina Guardian Society 
(“CGS”) annual luncheon.

Held at The Zone in Williams-Brice 
Stadium, more than 200 members and 
guests attended, representing 681 total 
members—with 49 new members inducted 
since last year’s luncheon. The Carolina 
Guardian Society honors members among 
eight Carolina campuses who have included 
the University of South Carolina in their 
estate plans or made life-income gifts. 

Students who spoke in person about 
Study Abroad were senior Matthew 
Brown, from the USC Aiken campus; and 
two seniors from the Darla Moore School 
of Business—Michael Roth, a standout 
Carolina baseball pitcher, and Michael 
Fraser, whose father, Jim Fraser, also gave 
remarks about study abroad’s impact. Other 
speakers were University President Harris 
Pastides, CGS Chair Sherry H. Whatley, 
Provost Michael Amiridis, and Study 
Abroad Director Jennifer Engel. 

“Going abroad changed my life,” 
said Roth, who studied Spanish language 
and culture in Spain’s southern region. 
“You open your mind and have great 
expectations of learning something new 
every day.”

Life Insurance  
is Valuable Property

Because life insurance costs “pennies per dollar” of 
coverage, it is an easy way to make a sizable gift 
at a modest cost. There are many ways to give life 
insurance.

•	 Direct	gift	of	an	old	policy.	Donors	can	
make a gift of life insurance by designating 
the University or one of its affiliated 
foundations as the irrevocable owner and 
beneficiary of a paid-up policy that is no 
longer needed.

•	 The	donor	can	also	apply	for	a	new	policy.	
In this case, the donor designates the 
University or one of its affiliated foundations 
as the owner and beneficiary. The donor 
makes tax-deductible annual gifts to cover 
the cost for the premiums. 

•	 The	donor	may	also	keep	ownership	of	
the life insurance policy, but change the 
beneficiary designation to the University or 
one of its affiliated foundations.

By relinquishing ownership of a life insurance 
policy, the donor removes the policy proceeds 
from his taxable estate. Life insurance may also be 
used as a “wealth replacement” tool. The donor 
may purchase life insurance from the life income 
payments generated from a charitable gift annuity 
or charitable remainder trust to provide tax-free 
“inheritance” to heirs if structured correctly.
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“last year, nearly 1,000 Carolina 
undergraduates visited 56 different 
countries,” Engel said. “They received 
$588,750 in scholarships and grants.”

“Through collaborative efforts across 
campus, our goal is to increase that number 
to 2,000 within five years,” she added. in 
2004, the year she joined the program, the 
overseas count was 292 students.

President Pastides lauded the Study 
Abroad program, connecting its promise to 
the $1 billion Carolina’s Promise campaign, 
“the most ambitious goal of any institution 
ever in the state of South Carolina.” 

Michael Roth, a senior in the Darla Moore School of 
Business, describes his Study Abroad experience in Spain 
during the Feb. 28 CGS annual luncheon.



For high-energy business consultant Cathy 
Novinger, owner of novinger QTR in West 
Columbia, every day—as her business name 
states—is “Quality Time Remaining.” Battling 
ovarian cancer has not slowed her down as she 
presses forward with Columbia’s economic 
development interests and took time to initiate a life 
insurance gift benefiting the School of Medicine.

Cathy enjoyed a 30-year career at SCAnA 
that started as a file clerk and eventually led into 
a decade-long run as a Senior Vice President 
in charge of human resources, economic 
development, safety and training, and other areas.

“i just happened to be coming along when 
diversity was at its peak,” she said. “Our CEO 
at the time (the late Virgil Summer) embraced 
the concept and created training programs for 
women and African-Americans. i was tapped to 
enter the program.

After retiring from SCAnA in 1999, she 
formed novinger QTR, with high-profile clients 
including the likes of the Palmetto AgriBusiness 
Council and South Carolina Coalition of Mayors. 

Much of Cathy’s time is spent as the Chair 
of the Columbia Chamber of Commerce’s 
Oversight Committee for Economic Development 
Clusters—seeking a highly trained area workforce 
in clean energy, health sciences, and information 
technology. “Partnerships with the University 
of South Carolina hold the key to all of these 
initiatives,” she said.

Cathy and her husband, Bob, ’72, Physical 
Education, have strong ties with USC. Their only 
child, Travis, ’99, Medicine, fulfilled “his dream 
to become a country doctor” in Cheraw, S.C. 

Appreciative of a School of Medicine 
education, the novingers created a life insurance 
gift plan intended to help a medical student with 
his or her education. it is named in honor of Scott 
Thieken, a family friend who like Cathy and Bob, 
was born and raised in Portsmouth, Ohio. Scott 
died from melanoma at an early age.

Quality of Life: 
Novinger Supports 
Medicine, Economic 
Development Efforts 

FInancIng YoUr 
gIFT Forever:
Deferred gifts create 
endowments that ensure 
one’s annual gifts continue

Annual gifts are the lifeblood of every 
charity including the University of South 
Carolina. The University of South Carolina 
depends on the generosity of our alumni 
and friends who provide continued support. 
Without this support, we could not exist as 
the flagship University of our state.

With additional budget cuts impinging on 
state universities, philanthropy is essential. 
Many are beginning to recognize the serious 
impact if their annual gifts lapse. Some 
donors have taken action to ensure that 
their annual gift continues in perpetuity by 
including the University in their estate plans.

Let’s consider an annual gift of $1,000. 
How does the donor ensure that this annual 
gift will be everlasting? The answer is simple: 
The donor could include a provision in his or 
her will leaving $25,000 to the University. 
This bequest of 25 times the donor’s annual 
gift creates a permanent principal for the 
University to continue the donor’s “annual” 
gift in the future through annual distributions.

Here is an example. When bequest funds 
are received from the donor’s estate, our 
University Foundations (“Foundations”) invest 
the funds in a permanent endowment. In 
managing the endowment, the Foundations 
preserve principal by applying a portion 
of the earnings to the University’s mission. 
Extra earnings are reinvested to grow the 
endowment, preserving its spending power. 
The current spending allocation policy is a 
4.5 percent payout each year.

By arranging, in your will, for a 
percentage of your estate to fund an 
endowment, your annual gift will last 
forever. Such financial security will allow 
the University to continue its tradition of 
excellence. In addition to bequests, there 
are several other deferred gift options for 
funding an endowment including but not 
limited to life insurance, retirement plans, 
and charitable gift annuities.

Cathy Novinger

Cancer has also surfaced as a personal 
challenge for Cathy. Diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer more than six years ago, she has 
undergone radiation, chemotherapy, and surgery.

in so doing, Cathy has become a leader in 
ovarian cancer education and efforts toward 
early detection including genetic testing. She 
helped create the South Carolina Ovarian 
Cancer Foundation, known for “lunch and 
learn” activities.

Her advice to those diagnosed: “Don’t let it 
define you for life. God blessed me with a peace. 
i have not shed one tear.” She added that ovarian 
cancer “is the kind of disease that can keep 
coming back: it’s treatable, but not curable.”

As co-chair of the School of Medicine’s 
Board of Advisors, she reaches out to medical 
students by participating in “Survivors 
Teaching Students.” The program involves 
yearly gatherings of ovarian cancer survivors 
who share their stories to personalize a patient’s 
point of view. 

The importance of dedication to 
commitments—to family, professional clients 
and the University—was imbued in Cathy at 
a young age. Early jobs included working on 
a shoe assembly line. They provided words to 
live by: “i focused on the job i had, not the job 
i wanted.”

— Larry Di Giovanni



A LUM n I  I nS I g HT 
gIFTIng: caSH 
OR	FIXED	ASSET?
By David G. Hodges, ’75, 
 cLU, chFc, cFP

Member, carolina 
guardian Society

Development officers of charitable organizations 
know the ways a donor can give money or assets 
to their charities. As you may imagine, cash is at 
the top of the list along with cash equivalents such 
as stock transfers, credit cards, and if you have any, 
even gold coins.

After cash and cash equivalents, development 
officers move to more sophisticated gifting methods, 
partly to make larger gifts possible. Congress has 
provided a number of attractive ways for a donor 
with assets to give those assets to a charity. Most 
gifting methods have strange names, tax code 
numbers, and sufficient complexity to make the 
process of making a gift seem like a pea in one of 
three cups on a table.

The best way to make a gift to the University of 
South Carolina is the way that fits your situation. 
You may well be a cash gift sort of person, or 
you may have a fixed asset to give to charity, and 
all you need is good advice as to how to best 
make that gift to accomplish your personal tax 
needs. The good people at the University of South 
Carolina can help.

You may be wondering: What do I do? There 
are a small number of donors who have some 
cash to give each year, or who have a lot of cash 
to give once and who are interested in parlaying 
that cash into a larger gift by using life insurance 
products. There also are a small number of donors 
who have a fixed asset but do not want to make 
a sizable charitable gift at the expense of their 
children or grandchildren; they use some of the 
tax savings to buy life insurance to replace the lost 
assets in their estates.

Making a gift can get complicated, but the 
important point to remember is this process does 
not have to be hard. You simply need to have a 
charitable intent.

A highly respected attorney in and around 
Columbia, Luther J. Battiste III, ‘71, 
international Studies, has dedicated his 
career to public service by strengthening 
communities. The former Columbia City 
Council member of 15 years credits the 
University of South Carolina for giving him 
an outstanding education. 

Because of the direction and support 
Carolina demonstrated to him, luther and his 
wife, Judy, initiated a life insurance gift that 
names Carolina Athletics as the beneficiary. 
luther is a member of the Garnet Way 
Cabinet, a prestigious group that supports 
Carolina Athletics’ Capital Campaign, The 
Garnet Way. it’s part of the University’s 
Capital Campaign, Carolina’s Promise.

An accomplished professional in her own 
right, Judy is a retired educator who earned 
master’s degrees at Carolina in library and 
information Science, ’97, and Education, ‘77. 
She shares her husband’s interest in sports 
and community service. Judy presently serves 
on the boards of the Riverbanks Zoo Society 
and The Township Auditorium Commission. 

“The liberal Arts education i received 
at the University of South Carolina has made 
a tremendous difference in my life, helping 
me develop into who i am as a person, both 
individually, and professionally,” said luther, 
a Distinguished Alumni Award winner. 
“Student experiences offered to me, full 
of richness and diversity, shaped who i am 
by encouraging my passion for books, art, 
music, politics, and athletics.”

luther pursued his international studies 
degree during tumultuous times for the 
nation when he enrolled in 1967. A year 
later, the “Orangeburg Massacre” occurred 
in his home city. it spurred the creation of 
Carolina’s Association of Afro-American 
Students and the Metropolitan Education 
Foundation, founded to provide educational 
opportunities in Columbia.

Rather than be pulled into the negative 

aspects of a nation struggling with an 
unpopular war in Vietnam and racial 
unrest, “i decided to work hard to make the 
University of South Carolina and Columbia 
a better place for everybody,” luther said. “i 
took an inside approach and became involved 
with Student Government and the Student 
Union lecturers Commission.”

The commission brought in the likes of 
comedian and social activist Dick Gregory, 
and heavyweight champion Muhammad 
Ali. luther had a chance to dine with a man 
regarded as one of the most popular athletes 
of all time.

“i went to lunch with Muhammad Ali, 
and what was interesting was how soft spoken 
he was,” luther said. 

For luther, a Carolina education helped 
open the door to a series of “firsts”: He 
served as campaign manager for Harry 
Walker, who was elected the University’s 
first African-American student body 
president in 1971. Four years later, he was a 
founding partner of the law firm Johnson, 
Toal & Battiste, P.A., the state’s first fully 
integrated law firm. in 1983, luther joined 
fellow council member E.W. Cromartie ii 
in being the first two African-Americans 
elected to the Columbia City Council.

— Larry Di Giovanni

Battiste Credits Carolina for Great 
Education during Challenging Era

Luther J. Battiste III and his wife, Judy, relax near a 
monument in his honor.
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For our newest photo in question, can you answer:
The name of the three students; the significance 
of what they accomplished; where the photo was 
taken; and the year it occurred?

Please send your answers to us at:  
giftplan@mailbox.sc.edu. Correct answers  
will be published in the next issue.

Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Cassidy West, University Archivist
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We appreciate your many responses to the Fall 2011 issue. 

Now for the answers!

The activity: Homecoming Queen announced,  

a halftime tradition

The decade: 1940s (This particular year being 1948)

Exact name of location: Carolina Stadium (not renamed 

Williams-Brice Stadium until the 1970s)

Photo subject: Homecoming Queen Jackie Johnson

How revealed: Hidden at first, she was carried onto the field 

inside a giant football.


