
Each Institution has a ‘Personality’
Hemingway Donor Praises Carolina

Carolina Guardian Society (CGS) members 
and guests, more than 170 of them, learned 
about donor passion resulting in a major 
addition to University Libraries during their 
annual luncheon Feb. 19 at The Zone in 
Williams-Brice Stadium.

Retired physician Dr. C. Edgar Grissom 
offered detail on choosing the Ernest F. 
Hollings Special Collections Library as the 
final destination for a gift consisting of more 
than 1,200 books and items from writer 
Ernest Hemingway.

Long before giving substantially to what 
University Libraries Dean Thomas McNally 
calls “the finest collection of published 
Hemingway in the world,” Grissom and his  
wife, Julie, visited numerous rare book 
collections.

“During these visits, I discovered that 
each institution had its own personality, a 
way of conducting itself, a way of treating the 
visitors,” he said. “And I experienced firsthand 

the various methods that these institutions 
used to handle their collections.”

“Collectors share three primary 
concerns: that any prominent collection they 
donate remains intact, is properly cared for, 
and is accessible for research. University 
Libraries goes well beyond meeting all three 
conditions.”

But perhaps his most important factor 
in choosing Carolina is that USC librarians 
know “collections are about collectors.” Any 
collector’s continued involvement is valued 
at USC for that reason.

“At USC, Julie and I have been warmly 
accepted and made to feel a part of the 
university,” Grissom said.

Others remarks about University 
Libraries were given by McNally, donor 
Flynn T. Harrell, English professor Scott 
Gwara, Department of History Ph.D. student 
Ramon Maurice Jackson and university 
President Harris Pastides.

Begin planning now 
to take advantage of an 
IRA Charitable Rollover
The ira Charitable rollover was extended 
through Dec. 31, 2013, as a provision of  
the american Taxpayer relief act of 2012. 
The ira Charitable rollover allows individuals 
age 701/2 and older to make direct transfers 
totaling up to $100,000 per year to 501(c) 
(3) organizations without having to count  
the transfers as income for federal income  
tax purposes.

Transfers must come from your ira directly  
to the University of south Carolina or the 
University of south Carolina educational 
Foundation.

if you have retirement assets in a 401(k), 
403(b), etc., you must first roll those funds  
into an ira, and then you can direct the  
ira provider to transfer the funds from  
the ira directly to the University of south 
Carolina or the University of south Carolina 
educational Foundation.

Contact us for more information and for  
sample letters of instruction to your plan 
administrator, or visit our website:

sc.planyourlegacy.org/ira-alert.php.
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Hemingway collection donor 
Dr. C. Edgar Grissom speaks 

before the Carolina Guardian 
Society audience.



Recently celebrating 10 years as the School of 
Music admissions director, Jennifer Jablonski, 
’93, remains indelibly connected to the school she 
attended after coming to Carolina as an all-state 
saxophonist from Christiansburg, Va.

As a proud alumna who performed in the 
Carolina Marching Band and several other 
ensembles, the bond she shares with her music 
school recently became even stronger. Jablonski,  
43, created a beneficiary designation for her 
retirement plan. Its value will grow over time,  
yet will not impact her during her lifetime.

During the process, her gift plan will help 
set up the USC Concert Band Program for 
future success through the commissioning of 
compositions, performance-related travel,  
recording projects, and other artistic endeavors  
that will benefit School of Music students.

“I want to inspire other young people to 
consider doing this,” said Jablonski, who attended 
the Honors College. “It’s a great way to leave a 
legacy after you’re gone that impacts your alma 
mater. My beneficiary designation will one day 
improve life for School of Music students at USC. 
I’m glad to claim the University of South Carolina 
as my alma mater and my employer. This was  
a great way to show my love for Carolina and  
its students.”

There were two main inspirations behind 
Jablonski’s decision to create a gift plan at a young 
age. One was an incredible gesture by her former 
mentor and now-retired USC Bands director James 
Copenhaver. “His recent bequest of $1 million to 
the music school was befitting a leader who built 
the band program into what it is today,” she said. 

Not only did Copenhaver convince her to choose 
Carolina over Northwestern University by offering 
her a full music scholarship, but years later he 
encouraged her to apply for the admissions  
director job.

“Mr. Copenhaver has always been an ally, a 
mentor and a supporter,” Jablonski said. “He always 
expected the best from me, which I like. Everyone 
in college needs someone who believes in you and 
expects a lot of you.”

The other inspiration for the gift was Jablonski’s 
mother, Norma, a retired nurse who passed away 
in August 2012. Raised by exceptional parents, 
Jablonski’s father, Henry, is a physicist who worked 
on Minuteman and Polaris missiles. Her mother’s 
passing reminded Jablonski to plan for the future 
and “make sure my money goes where I want it to 
go, for the things that I care about.”

One of those things is the School of Music. 
Among Jablonski’s favorite memories is performing 
in the North Sea Jazz Festival in The Netherlands 
in 1989, where artists taking the stage included the 
likes of jazz legend Miles Davis. She remembers 
the amazing reception her collegiate jazz ensemble 
received across Europe. “People asked us for 
autographs,” she said.

Her gift plan will one day help School of Music 
ensemble groups afford similar trips that enrich 
their overall Carolina experience.

assembling a Team 
oF ProFessionals
Gift and estate planning can be a 
complex undertaking. Fortunately, 
there are skilled professionals ready to 
help you resolve issues and navigate 
murky tax and legal matters. Although 
friends and family are often a good 
source of referrals, how do you know 
which professionals you need to 
engage? Here is a quick look at some 
of the individuals you might want to 
have as part of your team:

• A certified public accountant 
who specializes in tax matters can 
analyze your current tax situation 
and the tax impact of any estate 
plans you are considering.

• A financial advisor or life insurance 
professional can give advice on 
ways life insurance can be used 
to grow your estate and provide 
liquidity for estate taxes or a 
business buyout agreement.

• A trust officer can provide valuable 
insight into the personal and 
investment aspects of fiduciary 
relationships.

• An estate planning attorney can 
interpret the maze of state and 
federal laws on property rights, 
taxes, wills, probate and trusts.

• A charitable gift planner represents 
a charity and can explain the array 
of gift plans available to meet your 
needs, save taxes and advance the 
organization’s mission. To reach a gift 
planning specialist at the university, 
contact us at 803-777-4196  
or giftplan@mailbox.sc.edu.

Growing Gift: Jablonski 
Affirms Her Bond to 
the School of Music

Jennifer Jablonski relaxes outside the School of Music building.

With her father Henry



A lum n i  i ns i G HT 
wHy CHoose a  
CHariTable ira beneFiCiary?
by Michael Oana, ’93, business

Chief retirement Planning specialist

summit brokerage, Columbia, s.C.

When you opened an 
iRA account in the past, 
you may have been in a 
rush to contribute to it by 
the tax-filing deadline. 
now may be a good 
time to review who you 
designated as your 
beneficiary. There are 
several strategies to revisit.

When establishing an individual retirement account, 
you are required to select at least one beneficiary who 
will receive your assets upon your death. Although your 
beneficiary can be an individual, you may also select 
a charity like usC. if married, you may have to receive 
the written permission of your spouse. 

Designating a charity as your iRA beneficiary offers 
some benefits. One primary benefit is that your assets 
are not taxed as they pass to your beneficiary upon 
death. if you have designated an individual as your 
beneficiary, that person will be subject to ordinary 
income tax on any withdrawals from the iRA, which 
generally must begin immediately upon transfer.

unlike a regular taxable investment account, assets 
in an iRA do not step up in basis. Rather, the entire 
amount of a traditional iRA is fully taxable at ordinary 
income tax rates. if you have an iRA valued at $1 
million, passing those assets to a charity rather than 
an individual could save hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. some iRA owners pledge their assets to 
charities in exchange for living benefits. 

Depending on the type of strategy used, you could 
receive annual income based on the interest earned 
in your account until death, such as is the case with a 
charitable remainder unitrust.

To summarize: Your estate will not be liable for 
estate taxes on the amount of your iRA designated 
as a charitable contribution if you designate a 
charity as your beneficiary. You will receive the same 
philanthropic benefits as if you had made a gift out of 
your taxable investment account.

so remember to check with your iRA carrier and 
consult with your team of advisors.

Fond Memories Inspire Giving: 
Entrepreneur Supports McKissick Museum
McKissick Museum holds a treasure trove of 
memories past for Lou Edens, ’62, sociology, 
who remembers “spending quite a bit of time 
in the stacks, digging stuff up” as a student.

The building was exclusively the students’ 
library at the time. She often used its 
resources to complete a student assistantship 
with Professor William Edwards, who later 
became the first state archaeologist.

She converted Edwards’ handwriting into 
type using a mimeograph machine. “He loved 
Butterfingers, so it was my job to chase him 
around, pick up his candy bar wrappers and 
try to decipher his notes,” said Edens, a  
Mount Pleasant resident and business owner.

Today, McKissick holds the successful 
museum as well as the USC Visitor Center, 
and Edens, the daughter of a chicken farmer 
from Cottageville, S.C., continues to enjoy 
its familiar confines whenever she can — so 
much so that she recently created a generous 
gift plan that will be used in perpetuity to 
fund exhibits viewed by the general public.

Just as important in her gift planning 
decision was the fact that she wanted to  
give back to a university that provided her 
with an outstanding education at little cost:  
Edens received a presidential scholarship that, 
combined with her assistantship, paid most  
of her expenses.

The idea to give back to Carolina came 
to Edens as the 50th anniversary of her 

graduation approached in 2012. “I feel that 
my experiences at the University of South 
Carolina prepared me for advancement 
in life that has involved running multiple 
businesses,” she said.

Edens has operated a home furnishings 
store, Fifth Season, since 1977. It is located 
along Shem Creek in Mount Pleasant’s 
seafood district. “My niche market is  
lamp shades,” she said. “Hardly anyone  
else sells them.”

Edens also operates properties such as  
Rice Hope Plantation Inn, which was built 
in the early 1820s and remodeled during the 
Great Depression. Her family still owns the 
chicken farm she grew up on, where she has 
poultry, sheep, a donkey and emus.

At one time, Edens and her husband,  
the late James Edens, maintained a real estate 
business in Columbia’s Five Points. Using her 
sociology degree, she also worked for a time  
at the State Hospital in Columbia.

Edens’ close ties to McKissick Museum 
included a period one decade ago when 
she loaned a piece of Edgefield pottery to 
a national exhibit shown there. Craftsmen 
including a slave named “Dave” created 
Edgefield pottery, and Edens happened  
to own a piece. The jar was created in  
1864 and helped establish Dave’s legacy.
— Larry Di Giovanni

Lou Edens, middle, enjoys 
the company of (l-r) Jill 

Koverman, McKissick 
Museum’s chief curator of 

collections and research, and 
Lynn Robertson, former 

museum executive director.
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ALUMNI TRIVIA
People, Places and Things  
at Carolina

Can you name this great University of South 
Carolina athlete and the position(s) he played?

In which decade did he play for Carolina?

What distinction did he receive from  
the Atlantic Coast Conference?

In which professional league did he play  
after Carolina, and for which team(s)?

What longtime job did he enjoy following  
the end of his playing days?

Please email your answers to: giftplan@mailbox.sc.edu 
Photo courtesy of Elizabeth Cassidy West, university 
archivist


