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ON THE COVER
In the course of her long career, School of Library and 
Information Science Associate Professor Pat Feehan has 
performed as a storyteller and puppeteer. See opposite 
page for a story about one of Feehan’s former students 
who honored the now-retired faculty member with an 
endowed fund for the school. 

The information provided in Carolina’s Future is prepared 
exclusively for University of South Carolina alumni and other 
friends. It is based on advice from reliable sources regarding 
recent court decisions and rulings and current federal tax laws 
and regulations. Since these change constantly and because 
the university does not guarantee this advice, you should 
consult your own advisers regarding your personal situation. 
Gifts may be made to the University of South Carolina or one 
of its a�  liated foundations. Please contact the O�  ce of Gift 
Planning for more information.

The University of South Carolina is committed to sustainability 
in all facets of operation, including the production of 
publications such as this one, which is printed on paper certifi ed 
by SmartWood to the FSC® standards.

The University of South Carolina is an equal opportunity 
institution. UCS16076 5/16

The complete student experience at the University of South Carolina goes 

beyond traditional classroom lectures. In this issue, you will read about the 

ways in which the educational horizons of students were transformed by 

international study abroad and volunteerism.

Did you know more than 1,000 Carolina students travel to more than 

50 countries every year? The number of students studying, researching 

or interning abroad has increased by 159 percent since 2005. In many 

instances, professors mentor their students beyond the classroom through 

collaborative projects, guidance and encouragement. These relationships 

extend throughout students’ careers and lives. Community involvement 

and volunteerism are also major strengths of Carolina students. In the 

2013-14 academic year, 32,369 students and faculty participated in 

volunteer activities totaling 266,676 hours. During the aftermath of the 

October 2015 fl oods, many assisted with evacuation, volunteered with 

the Red Cross and helped fi rst responders.

Through deferred and cash gifts, alumni and friends of Carolina have 

allowed opportunities for more students to have the complete student 

experience. Of course, learning isn’t age-specifi c. This past fall, I heard 

Pat Conroy speak at the Thomas Cooper Library about his time as a young 

teacher on Yamacraw Island (aka Daufuskie Island). I remembered reading 

his book, “The Water is Wide,” for a class. These fi rst-hand accounts of his 

recollections made a memorable experience for others and me. Conroy’s 

papers, memorabilia and other materials given to the University Libraries 

provide glimpses into the writer, beyond his books, for Carolina students 

of all ages. 

What was your best student experience at the University of South 
Carolina? Let us know at giftplan@mailbox.sc.edu, and we will include 

some anecdotes in the fall 2016 issue.

Forever to thee,

ELEANOR FOSTER SWARAT, LAW ’95

Associate Vice President for Development and 

Legal Liaison to University Foundations
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SPRING 2016 TRIVIA QUESTION

In the midst of his “losing season,”  

one shining moment emerged for this 

future author, whose considerable 

literary archives now reside in the Irvin 

Department of Rare Books and Special 

Collections at the Hollings Special 

Collections Library. As captain of The 

Citadel’s basketball team in 1967, he 

led his team to a quadruple-overtime 

victory over Virginia Military Institute in 

the longest game in the 95-year history 

of the Southern Conference. But before 

he was a Cadet, he was a Wave — a Tidal Wave, that is. Here he is, wearing 

lucky 13 for the Beaufort High School Tidal Waves. Can you name this one-

time cager known more for his scribbling than his dribbling?

Please send your response to giftplan@mailbox.sc.edu.

Fall 2015 Trivia Answer: John James Audubon’s “Long-Billed Curlew”  

features historic Charleston, South Carolina, in the background. Castle  

Pinckney is also depicted in this harbor scene.

Brenna Cawthorn-Keating has  
joined the Office of Gift Planning 
after serving as capital campaign 
manager for the Columbia Museum 
of Art, where she oversaw a $16 
million fundraising effort. A 2014 
M.B.A. graduate of the Darla Moore 
School of Business, Brenna has 

professional experience in fundraising and advocacy 
for groups that promote and preserve cultural and 
artistic endeavors.

Retired dean’s  
generosity increases 
scholarship fund  
at USC Aiken

USC Aiken lost one of its finest 
faculty members and friends this 
past February with the passing  
of Niranjan “Niren” M. Vyas,  
a retired marketing professor and 
administrator.

Vyas worked at several 
international corporations in Europe, 
Asia and North America before 
joining USC Aiken as an associate 

professor in 1990. He was head of the School of Business 
Administration from 1994 to 2003 and helped the school 
achieve accreditation in 2000. He also was associate director  
of what is now the O’Connell Center for Entrepreneurship and 
Technology from 1990 to 1996 and its director from 1996 until 
his retirement in 2003. Additionally, Vyas held the Walter F. 
O’Connell Enterprise Center Palmetto Professorship.

Vyas established the Urmila and Jaya Vyas Memorial 
Scholarship endowment in 1999, which has supported 42 
business students over the years. An annuity he left for USC 
Aiken will be added to the existing memorial scholarship. 
Based on his children’s intent, the scholarship will now 
be known as the Niren, Urmila and Jaya Vyas Memorial 
Scholarship Fund.

‘A new and very satisfying direction’
Beatriz Pascual Wallace was a fresh-out-of-grad-school librarian when  

the Multnomah County Library in Portland, Ore., tapped her to 
launch a new branch library in a community that had never had 
one before. 

“Sometimes I look back and am amazed they trusted 
a newbie librarian to help open a new library, but I credit 

my education at USC for giving me a strong grounding,” says 
Wallace, who earned an M.L.S. degree from Carolina in 2001  

and is now a children’s librarian at Seattle Public Library.
She also credits several professors in the School of Library and Information 

Science with guiding her interests in youth services and service to diverse and 
underserved populations. 

“My time at the School of Library and Information Science profoundly turned 
my life in a new and very satisfying direction, and I wanted to recognize that,” 
Wallace says. That’s why she established two funds: One, honoring retired faculty 
member Chuck C. Curran, supports library students attending professional 
conferences; a second one honors retired faculty members Pat Feehan and 
Linda Lucas Walling.

“I love being a librarian. It is a very sharing profession full of curious, open-
minded and interesting people,” she says. “USC nurtured that in me. I don’t 
know that I would have had as meaningful an experience anywhere else.”



Service learning,  
community engagement
CAROLINA GUARDIAN SOCIETY FEATURES PRESENTATION 

FROM COLLEGE OF INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATIONS

1.

2.

3.
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Attendees of the 2016 Carolina Guardian Society 
Luncheon enjoyed a presentation by the College 
of Information and Communications, which 
illustrated the full range of talents and skills 
that the college develops in its students.

Held at Th e Zone at Williams-Brice Stadium, 
the annual luncheon honors donors who have 
made signifi cant commitments to the university 
through life-income and deferred gifts. Th e 
event attracted perhaps its largest-ever turnout, 
and guests listened to reports from students and 
faculty members in library science, advertising, 
journalism and public relations.

Presented under the theme, “Service Learning 
and Community Engagement,” most of the 
reports focused on the college’s proactive coverage 
of and direct involvement with victims of the 
disastrous Midlands-area fl oods of October 2015. 
Th ough the university was closed and classes 
cancelled during the height of the crisis, many 
students, including senior broadcasting major 
Abbey O’Brien, who canvassed the fl ooded 
neighborhoods to fi nd stories of human interest, 
put their classroom knowledge to work in the 
relief eff ort. Doctoral candidate Porchia Moore 
discussed her research on the public library’s 
expanded and emergent roles during the disaster.

Christine Shelek, program coordinator for 
Cocky’s Reading Express, reported on that highly 
successful literacy initiative that has grown out of 
the School of Library and Information Science.

Carolina Guardian Society chair Sherry 
Whatley announced that the society had gained 
64 new members since the last luncheon and 
that membership had reached 835. She also noted 
that 10 additional gifts had been made by current 
Carolina Guardian Society members.

1. Graduate student and former Miss USC Leslie Knight 
delivered the invocation; 2. Dean Charles Bierbauer with 
public relations major Riddhi Patel (left) and broadcast 
journalism major Abbey O’Brien; 3. University Libraries 
Dean Tom McNally greets Carolina Guardian Society 
members Sarah Leverette and Carole Cato; 4. Doctoral 
candidate Porchia Moore reports on the role of the library 
in a disaster; 5. Fellow faculty members Christine Shelek and 
Elise Lewis after their presentations; 6. Carolina Guardian 
Society luncheon closes with the university alma mater. 

4.

5.

6.



Because you’re reading this publication, chances are 
pretty good that you know how to manage your 

money well. And for that ability, you probably 
have a parent to thank for some timely counsel 
and setting a good example.

Unfortunately, not everyone has that kind 
of family support in learning the ins and outs of 

personal fi nance. Without a basic grasp of fi nancial 
literacy, the journey through young adulthood and beyond 

can be especially treacherous.

Th e Great Recession that rocked the economy in 2007–11 made 
my colleagues and me more acutely aware of how harmful poor 
fi nancial decisions can be, especially for young people who are 
just starting out. Th at’s why I’m proud to be part of the team that 
has launched the BB&T Financial Foundations Program for high 
school students in South Carolina and beyond.

Since it began in 2010 in partnership with the S.C. 
Department of Education, Financial Foundations, powered by 
EverFi,  has reached more than 35,000 students in South Carolina, 
teaching them about credit scores, savings and investments, 
401(k) accounts, mortgages, taxes, insurance and more. Our goal is 
simple: We want students to fi nish high school knowing how to be 
smart consumers and wise investors. Th eir fi nancial competency 
will lead to economic success and fi nancial security.

Most grown adults instinctively understand the value of 
fi nancial literacy, but how do you engage high school students 

with a topic like this? We’ve found that using 3-D gaming, 
avatars and Twitter-like messaging tools and videos to teach 
basic concepts gets their attention. Financial Foundations is 
off ered as a self-paced course, and it takes about 6-8 hours 
to complete. Th ere’s no cost for the schools that participate.

Currently, the program includes 261 schools in North Carolina, 
South Carolina and Alabama, and it will expand to more than 
1,000 public high schools throughout Florida, Georgia, Ken  tucky, 
West Virginia, Maryland, Tennessee and Washington, D.C.

Students’ assessment scores have increased by an average 
of 42 percent after completing the course, and feedback from the 
program has shown that 94 percent of teachers think knowledge 
gained from the curriculum is valuable; 77 percent of student 
participants feel that all students should be required to take the 
program.

One enthusiastic S.C. teacher, who raved to us about the 
self-pacing concept, said the program provides students with the 
information they need to make it in life.

We have ambitious goals to expand this program as much 
as possible, but we realize that we’ll never reach everyone. So 
I would encourage you — as someone who understands and 
appreciates the value of wise fi nancial planning — to get involved, 
too. We can all invest a little personal time in teaching both our 
own children and young people in all walks of life about the 
basics of fi nancial literacy. And be prepared for the teachable 
moment — and the impact you can make in someone’s fi nancial 
future when it happens. It might come at the grocery store, or 
the mall or the neighborhood ballfi eld. 

Helping young people understand the value of solid 
personal fi nances has never been more important. Please help 
us spread the word about Financial Foundations, and take time 
to share some of your own fi nancial wisdom with those who 
need it most.
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“We want students to fi nish high school knowing 
how to be smart consumers and wise investors. 
Their fi nancial competency will lead to economic 
success and fi nancial security.”



You don’t need to sell John and Dodie Knight on the value of study abroad. 
Th ey think it’s such an important part of an education that they take 

each of their nieces and nephews to Europe the summer before their 
senior year of college. It’s a family tradition that will come to an end 
two years from now with their youngest niece.

But a similar tradition with their Carolina family will keep going 
strong. For the past ten years, John, a 1979 Carolina graduate, and 
Dodie have provided scholarship money that has allowed three or four 
undergraduates with fi nancial need to study abroad. Th ey have also set 
up a deferred estate gift that will establish the John and Dodie Knight 
Endowment Fund for Study Abroad.

Th eir support helps Carolina students experience what they could view only from 
a distance before.

“One exhibit at the Borghese Palace in Rome is a sculpture of Apollo and Daphne,” 
Dodie says. “It is in the center of one of the rooms.  As you walk the exterior of the room, 
Daphne turns into a tree. I had to go through the room twice to actually believe what I 
was seeing. Reading about this in a book or viewing online doesn’t even come close to 
experiencing the transformation as you walk through the room.”

More than 1,500 USC undergraduates studied abroad last year, and about 25 percent 
received some type of fi nancial support to do so.

“Everyone has the dream of studying abroad; it’s just a matter of making that dream a 
reality,” says Ore Oluwole, a public relations major who graduated this past May and spent 
half a year in Australia as a junior at the Queensland University of Technology. “Being able 
to get scholarships was one of the most important aspects of it for me.”

“We really want all students at USC to know that study abroad is accessible,” adds Susan 
Langston, associate director of the university’s Study Abroad Offi  ce. “And the Knight 
scholarship opens up opportunities for some who may not be able to take advantage 
of it otherwise.” 

Th e Knights say they’re grateful for having lives and careers that allow them to travel 
extensively, and they want to help Carolina students get started in seeing how much the 
world has to off er.

“We have always felt as though travel is one of the great educators,” John says. “Once 
immersed in diff erent cultures and languages, one realizes that traveling is a most wonderful 
and exciting experience.”

It’s a big world after all
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Ore Oluwole enjoys his study abroad trip 
to Australia.
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Love and loyalty

If you ever question how devoted Betsy and David Choate are 
to Carolina, just sit next to them at a football game. Betsy can 
perfectly mimic the rooster’s crow heard after every Gamecock 

score. Th eir love aff air with the university began when they arrived on 
campus – fi ve years apart from Camden (David) and Conway (Betsy). 
David majored in business and worked for venerable Columbia fi rms 
Seibels Bruce and PMSC, while Betsy used her journalism degree to 
start life as a magazine writer before working for a nonprofi t and then 
as a stockbroker. In the years since they graduated (1973 for David, 
1978 for Betsy), the couple has participated with the My Carolina 
Alumni Association and in mentoring students. To further their legacy 
as Gamecocks, the Choates have chosen a testamentary trust gift to the 
university that will fund scholarships and USC Libraries acquisitions 
for generations to come. “With all the university had given us, we 
wanted to give something back, and we felt like we could do more if 
we did it later,” Betsy says. “We’re very proud to be Gamecocks.”
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The Choates, pictured here with daughter Genni Lib, chose to give by way of a 
testamentary trust.
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