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STATISTICALLY SPEAKING
Amazon analyst’s gift aims to boost UofSC 
minority enrollment in statistics
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For the past nine years, Patrick Hickey has taken 
Capstone Scholars from the University of South 
Carolina on medical mission trips to Central 

America, giving the students a dose of experiential 
learning that is often life changing in scope. 

On this year’s spring break trip to Alajuela, Costa 
Rica, Hickey and the students were joined by Bobby 
Dobson III, a USC alumnus (’60, ’62 law) and retired 
attorney who established the Dobson Volunteer 
Service Program at the university some 20 years ago. 
The program, the only one of its type at the university, 
covers up to 50 percent of the cost of travel, food and 
lodging for students engaged in service experiences 
that include some aspect of spiritual development. 

The program funded its first Carolina student 
in 1999 and since then has helped defray the 
costs associated with nearly 1,300 student trips to 
destinations in the United States and 60 countries on 
five continents, from Afghanistan to Zambia. 

“Over the years, his program has supported 
between 20 and 30 students on our spring break 
medical trips, and I don’t think some of those students 
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Advocate. Participate. Invest.

I recently attended a conference in which one session leader said that a successful 
university partnership with alumni involves each graduate playing three roles: 
serving as an advocate for the university, participating in a variety of activities to stay 
connected and investing in the university. As you read the spring issue of Carolina’s 
Future, you’ll see alumni who advocate, participate and invest in their alma mater in a 
variety of ways. 

Many of our alumni have been mentors or provided internships for our students. 
More importantly, our alumni have served as career resources for our students 
and provided financial support in the form of scholarships, funds for new library 
acquisitions, and resources for other needs that grow our university’s impact.

The University of South Carolina has grown tremendously under the leadership of 
President Harris Pastides and his wife, Patricia Moore-Pastides. Change, while not 
always easy, is necessary for continued growth. As South Carolina prepares to embark 
on its next season of change with a new president, a new provost and a new leader of 
My Carolina Alumni Association, I am excited to see the future impact and growth of 
the university as new ideas are implemented. 

Tom Moses, one of the alumni profiled in this issue, has helped many people 
implement their new ideas and offers his insights about how to take big ideas to the 
next level. Alumna Emmy Smith has done well using her master’s degree in statistics 
in her current work at Amazon and recently shared her time to offer career advice to 
South Carolina graduate students. Thanks to generous life gifts and testamentary 
gifts of the Ackerman and Roy families, the University Libraries have expanded their 
collections and outreach. Both families were also active members of the Ex Libris and 
Thomas Cooper societies, which support programs of the University Libraries.

As we move into the next chapter in the life of the university, I challenge each of you 
to advocate, participate and invest in South Carolina for our students. We are a willing 
partner and are ready to help you further connect to the University of South Carolina.

Forever to Thee,

Eleanor Foster Swarat

ELEANOR FOSTER SWARAT, LAW ’95
Senior Associate Vice President for Development and 
Legal Liaison to University Foundations

would have been able to afford to go without that 
program,” says Hickey, a nursing professor and 
principal of the Capstone Scholars Program.

The Dobson program provides about $50,000 for 
student service trips every year, but the number of 
university students interested in such opportunities 
has expanded far beyond the capacity of the 
program’s endowed fund. 

“I am hopeful that alumni will help build the 
Dobson program endowment or perhaps set up new 
service-learning funds because we have so many 
students here at USC who want to do service learning 
abroad,” Hickey says.

To plan a gift that will benefit the Dobson Volunteer 
Service Program endowment or establish a new 
program, contact the Office of Gift Planning at South 
Carolina, 803-777-1601 or sc.edu/giftplanning.

Where does the 
University of South 
Carolina rank in the 
percentage of top-
producing patent 
universities?

A heart for service
DOBSON FUND SUPPORTS STUDENT SERVICE TRIPS AROUND THE WORLD

Bobby Dobson and fellow volunteer service travelers

? SPRING 
TRIVIA
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 The gift is just one way the Summerville, S.C., native 
has paid back the help and support she received while 
she was a student at the University of South Carolina. 
She also has come back to campus to talk to statistics 
students about their many career options. 
 While many graduate students are looking 
toward a career in academia, she says, the university 
is very supportive of students looking to go into the 
developing fields of big data and machine learning, 
both of which are founded on statistical modeling.
 “It’s what everybody wants to do,” she says. 
 The field is developing so rapidly that it wasn’t 
even on the radar when she was in school. But one 
class in particular has helped her, no matter how 
technology changes. 
 “Statistical process control — it’s a 500-level 
undergrad class — it’s really where you start to 
learn that the data doesn’t make sense if you don’t 
understand the business,” she says. “You have to take 
into consideration the context of the business. And 
that is what I learned at USC.”
 John Grego, professor and chair of the statistics 
department in the College of Arts and Sciences, says 

When Emmy Smith  started taking classes at the 
University of South Carolina, she was still finishing 
up her undergraduate degree at Presbyterian College, 
just up the road in Clinton, S.C. 

 Newly married and knowing she wanted a 
graduate degree, Smith relied on the financial help 
of a fellowship to complete her degree in statistics in 
2005 and began working for Bank of America. Now, 
nearly 15 years later, the business intelligence engineer 
with Amazon Web Services is returning the favor, 
establishing a fellowship at the University of South 
Carolina for statistics students using an insurance 
beneficiary designation gift.
 “I was fortunate to receive a fellowship, and it 
took the pressure off while I was learning to use this 
information I was receiving every day,” says Smith, 
who lives in Seattle. “I have this opportunity now to 
do some good in this world and make it better for 
someone else.
 “I also think it’s important to support minorities 
in this field. A lot of days during my studies, I was the 
only woman in the room.”

ALUMNA’S GIFT AIMED AT BOOSTING NUMBER OF MINORITIES IN STATISTICS

What is it that makes the University of South Carolina student 
experience so remarkable? It’s a combination of the university’s 
transformational learning environment, its ongoing commitment 
to innovation, and a history of being “relentless in our pursuit of 
making the university a better 
place,” Dennis Pruitt told the 
Carolina Guardian Society at its 
February luncheon.
 Pruitt, the vice president for 
student affairs and vice provost, 
shared an impressive list of 
programs and improvements that have, through the years, created 

more opportunities for student success and impact beyond 
the classroom.

 “In today’s world, it’s not what you know—it’s what 
you can do with what you know,” Pruitt said, noting 
that today’s University of South Carolina graduates 
are better equipped for their careers because their 
undergraduate experience prepares them for the 

world of work.
 Nearly 200 of the Society’s 832 members attended 

the luncheon at The Zone at Williams-Brice Stadium, 
where Pruitt also paid tribute to Dr. Harris Pastides for his 

accomplishments at the university over the past 10 years. 
 Pastides also shared some of his proudest moments from his 
years as president, including more than 100,000 degrees awarded 
during his tenure. The time was right to retire, he said, because he 
has “a genuine feeling of satisfaction” at all that has been achieved 
and the university’s strong standing. He called the Guardian Society 
members “guardian angels” — “You’re not here on the campus 
every day, but you’re watching over us,” Pastides said.

President Harris Pastides, Student Body President Taylor Wright 
and Vice President for Student Affairs and Vice Provost Dennis Pruitt

Smith’s gift will help with student 
recruiting and consulting internships.
 “We appreciated Emmy’s advice 
during her talk as much as her gift, 
with her emphasis on continuing 
education and professional 
development and her advice on 
women working to advance in STEM 
fields,” Grego says. “It is always 
gratifying to see just how far alumni 
evolve from the sound education we 
provided them here.”
 Smith began her career with 
Bank of America and has been with 
Amazon for about two years. Most 
recently, her work uses statistical 
modeling to identify customers with a 
propensity to buy particular products 
and advises a sales team to maximize 
each contact. 
 “I love math and how you can use 
it to solve real-world subject matter,” 
Smith says. “Math is a language 
everyone needs to learn.”
 To that end, she volunteers 
with the Seattle-based 
organization Zeno Math, 
which engages children and 
their caregivers in learning 
math through games and 
everyday activities. 
 “The goal is to try to battle 
inequities by giving everyone 
access to a good start in math 
education while building competence 
and confidence. It’s all about 
establishing a level playing field,” she 
says. “It’s like this fellowship. I just 
hope it can help take one thing off a 
student’s plate, be one less thing they 
have to worry about.”

Statistically speaking

CAROLINA GUARDIAN SOCIETY 
HOSTS ANNUAL LUNCHEON

IN TODAY’S WORLD, 
IT’S NOT WHAT YOU KNOW—“ ”IT’S WHAT YOU CAN DO 
WITH WHAT YOU KNOW.
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W hen he started law school at the University of South Carolina, Tom Moses 
thought he would go into environmental law. He studied chemistry as an 
undergraduate and figured one interest would feed the other. But then Moses 

was offered a clerkship by a firm specializing in patent law, and a different pathway 
emerged, one that also appealed to his inner entrepreneur. “I’m a total geek for 
gadgetry and gizmos, so it really kind of fit my personality,” he says.

No kidding. Moses’ house on Lake Murray isn’t just rigged with smart home 
technology; it’s a virtual laboratory where he tinkers with his own inventions, 
including a plug-and-play wireless smart home system, a drone-operated flotation 
device for lifeguards and an automated sea rescue system.

And then there’s his most recent patent application. The ovoid contraption in the 
sketches looks a bit like a robotic vacuum, a bit like a spaceship, but it’s actually a 
remote-control kayaking cooler — with a high-tech twist.

“If you’re kayaking, you don’t have room for a cooler, but you can tie this behind 
you,” he explains. “Then, when you get to the bottom of the rapids and you’ve got a 
mile to paddle to the boat ramp, you tie it to the front of the kayak, and it drags you 
like a tugboat. It’s got these two thrusters. I call it the Lake Butler.”

It’s a fun sideline, but pursuing new patents is serious business. After 25 years doing 
patent work for companies like Milliken and J.M. Smith — and otherwise arguing 
trademark and copyright cases — Moses knows intellectual property and has assisted 
university alumni with trademark and copyright projects. And he puts that knowledge 
to work for clients, including novice inventors working out of the garage.

“The first thing to do is to make sure an idea hasn’t already been done, so a lot of 
times I’ll just encourage a client to just go do a straight-up Google search,” he says. 

“But doing an actual patent search — seeing what people have attempted to patent, 
knowing what will stand in the way in the marketplace — that’s where I come in.”

If he takes on a client, he writes the application and commissions any drawings. He 
then guides clients through a process that can take as long as 18 months from the time 
an application is assigned to an examiner at the patent office.

“The examiner looks for things that are the same or so close that they’re just an 
obvious variation on something already invented,” Moses says. “There’s a culture at 
the patent office where they will not let anything go through on the first go-round. 
I can probably name on one hand the number of times a patent has gone through 
without me having to fight them for it.”

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
ATTORNEY GOES TO BAT 
FOR HIS CLIENTS’ IDEAS

The University of South Carolina is home to the most 
comprehensive collection of Scottish poetry and 
literature anywhere outside of the United Kingdom. 
Those treasures are housed at the University Libraries, 
thanks to G. Ross Roy and Lucie C. Roy.

Ross Roy, a professor of English and comparative 
literature, arrived at the University of South Carolina 
in 1965 and retired as distinguished professor 
emeritus in 1990. Roy’s grandfather had shared with 
him his deep interest in collecting and in Scottish 
literature, and that relationship inspired Roy to 
become a collector, especially of the works of Robert 
Burns, the national poet of Scotland.

“In truth, what a collection is all about is passion. 
I’ve never experienced a collector who wasn’t all 
consumed and passionate about what they collected,” 
says Tom McNally, dean of University Libraries. 

“Ross was revered in his lifetime as one of the most 
knowledgeable scholars and collectors of Scottish 
materials.”

The university acquired Roy’s extensive collection 
of the works of Burns and Scottish poetry in 1989, 
including the 1786 Kilmarnock edition of Burns’ 

“Poems, Chiefly in the Scottish Dialect.” In 2006, the 
couple established the G. Ross Roy and Lucie C. Roy 
Scottish Literature Fund, which allows the library 

to continue to add to the internationally renowned 
collection.

The couple also earlier established the W. Ormiston 
Roy Fellowship in memory of Ross Roy’s grandfather, 
with the fund used to support visiting scholars who 
come to the university to conduct research using 
the Roy collection.  In addition, Roy gave the library 
the rights to continue publishing Studies in Scottish 
Literature, the journal he founded in 1963.  

After Ross Roy’s death in 2013 and Lucie Roy’s 
death in 2018, funds from their estate gift are being 
used to support the library’s Scottish literature fund.

“It’s not enough to have a great collection, you have 
to have money to continue to build it, and you need 
to ensure that the collection is being used by students 
as well as researchers. The fund is key to the growth 
and the care of the collection,” says Elizabeth Sudduth, 
director of the Irvin Department of Rare Books and 
Special Collections at the university.  

“Beyond the collection the W. Ormiston Roy 
Fellowship and Studies in Scottish Literature, it is our 
hope to establish a Scottish Studies Center.”

In honor of Roy, in 2014 the university acquired 
the original manuscript of Burns’ poem “Flow Gently 
Sweet Afton,” written in the poet’s hand circa 1789.
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PATENT 
PENDING

Tom MosesThe gift of 
Scottish 
treasures

I’M A TOTAL GEEK 
FOR GADGETRY 
AND GIZMOS, 
SO IT REALLY 
KIND OF FIT MY 
PERSONALITY.

“
”

Lucie and Ross Roy

ALUMNI INSIGHT
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Dottie and Steve Ackerman met at a college library 
reference desk — and their love affair with libraries 
never ended. Steve became a Spanish professor 
at Carolina, and in retirement the Ackermans 
volunteered in the University Libraries Irvin 
Department of Rare Books and Special Collections. 
Before they passed away, the Ackermans established 
a significant bequest and multiple charitable gifts to 
support the Dorothy and Stephen Ackerman Library 
Endowment Fund. “We use the annual proceeds 
from their endowment to purchase books for 
scholars — the kinds of purchases that our regular 
acquisition budget can’t cover,” said Tom McNally, 
dean of libraries for the university. “This is a really 
cool gift because we’re able to spread it around so 
that everyone benefits.”

Mark R. Seeley
Senior Director  
of Gift Planning
803-777-2569
seeleym@mailbox.sc.edu

Wesley J. Daniels
Director of Gift Planning
803-777-4647
wdaniels@mailbox.sc.edu

Eleanor Foster Swarat, Esq.
Senior Associate Vice President for 
Development & Legal Liaison to 
University Foundations 
803-777-3300
efswarat@mailbox.sc.edu

Brenna Cawthorn-Keating
Director of Gift Planning
803-777-8807
cawthorb@mailbox.sc.edu

A TALE OF TWO BOOK LOVERS
Dottie and Steve Ackerman

Become a member of the Carolina Guardian Society. 


